An analytical solution for time evolution of the gravitational wave damping in the early Universe due to freely streaming neutrinos is found in the late time regime. The solution is represented by a convergent series of spherical Bessel functions of even order and was possible with the help of a new compact formula for the convolution of spherical Bessel functions of integer order.
I. INTRODUCTION
Thorough analysis of cosmic microwave background (CMB) radiation provides a unique test of a standard inflationary cosmological model [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] . While scalar fluctuations of CMB serve as an invaluable source for exploring density of matter and radiation and large-scale structure of the universe, [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] , observations of tensor fluctuations of CMB open a window for searching after a signature of gravitational waves [13] [14] [15] [16] .
The CMB observations done by Wilkinson Microwave Anisotropy Probe (WMAP) [17] generally support theoretical predictions based on the standard inflationary cosmological model. The detailed analysis of the experimental data gives more and more accurate values [18] [19] [20] for the most valuable cosmological parameters such as baryon density, total matter density, Hubble constant, and age of the Universe.
Independently of WMAP measurements, there is a long quest for a direct observation of cosmological gravitational waves [21] . Specially designed for this task Laser Interferometer Gravitational Wave Observatory (LIGO) puts a major effort in this experimental challenge [22] . A direct observation of cosmological gravitational waves would serve as a decisive test for validity of the Einstein general theory of relativity in the same way as the Michelson-Morley experiment served as a major proof of the Einstein special theory of relativity.
As in the experimental case, cosmological tensor fluctuations pose a challenge also from a theoretical side [23] . Following S. Weinberg [23] we argue that "The particles of both the cold dark matter and baryonic plasma move too slowly to contribute any anisotropic inertia. In tensor modes there are no perturbations to densities or streaming velocities, so there are no perturbations to either the cold dark matter or baryonic plasma that need to be followed here."
Therefore the only contributions to the anisotropic inertia tensor are due to photons and neutrinos. Further simplification comes from the following argument by S. Weinberg [23] [24] [25] : "The anisotropic inertia tensor is the sum of the contributions from photons and neutrinos, but photons have a short mean free time before the era of recombination, and make only a small contribution to the total energy density afterwards, so their contribution to the anisotropic inertia is small. This leaves neutrinos (including antineutrinos), which have been traveling essentially without collisions since the temperature dropped below about 10 10 K, and which make up a good fraction of the energy density of the universe until cold dark matter becomes important, at a temperature about 10 4 K. The tensor part of the anisotropic inertia tensor is given by
so the gravitational wave equation
now becomes an integro-differential equation:
The impact of neutrino source on gravitational wave damping has been thoroughly considered [23] [24] [25] [26] [27] [28] [29] [30] [31] [32] [33] . In this paper we report an analytical solution for the damping of gravitational waves in the early Universe due to freely streaming neutrinos, eq. (3), in the late time regime, u ≫ Q ≫ 1. The solution is represented by an infinite series of spherical Bessel functions of even order. First we shall explain each term in the introduced equations (1-3).
II. NOTATIONS
We are interested in the time evolution of h ij (x, t) that is the tensor perturbation to the metric g µν :
where a(t) is the time-dependent Robertson-Walker scale factor. The kernel K(u) in eq. (1) is represented by the sum of three spherical Bessel functions j n (u),
The anisotropic stress tensor π ij (u) is obtained from the solution of the Boltzmann equation for freely streaming neutrinos [24, 25] which defines the stress-energy tensor for the Einstein field equations. The functions ρ ν (u) and ρ γ (u) give the unperturbed equilibrium neutrino and photon energy density, correspondingly, which define the ratio: 
The variable u is the product of the wave number k and the conformal time,
The boundary condition to eq. (3) is
and it is assumed that we can parameterize the tensor h ij (u) as
Introducing the dimensionless quantity
where t eq is the time of matter-radiation equality, the general eq. (3) can be written as [24] (1 + y)
with the boundary conditions
Eq. (11) can be further simplified by the change of variable,
into
Here Q is defined by the ratio of the wave number to its value at the time of matter-radiation equality,
.
III. TIME EVOLUTION OF THE GRAVITATIONAL WAVE DAMPING
In the late time regime, u ≫ Q ≫ 1, the general eq. (14) simplifies into
Below we present the analytical solution for eq. (16) together with boundary conditions (12) .
Clearly we need to find a specific function that would "absorb" all derivatives of u and all powers of u on the left hand side of eq. (16) . For the differential operator that appears in the left hand side of eq. (16),
these conditions can be satisfied with the function
Applying the differential operator (17) to the function (18) we obtain a single spherical Bessel function
which is exactly what we are looking for. Therefore we can look for the solution of eq. (16) in terms of the expansion:
The left hand side of eq. (16) transforms into
The regular at the origin solution for the homogeneous part of eq. (16),
is the sum of the two spherical Bessel functions,
The homogenous part χ 0 (u) of the general solution χ(u) can be already seen as a linear combination of the first two terms in the expansion (20) for n = 0 and n = 2. The right hand side of eq. (16) is represented by the convolution of the kernel (5) with the first derivative of the unknown function χ(u) which we are looking for in terms of a series (20) . Clearly one needs a mathematical tool that relates a convolution of spherical Bessel functions to a series of those. In Appendix A we prove a useful formula for the convolution of spherical Bessel functions, that is not presented in the mathematical literature:
where l, 0, m, 0|L, 0 are the Clebsch-Gordan coefficients.
The right hand side of eq. (16) iŝ
Here the matrix B k,l is generated by the convolution of the first derivative of the function χ(u),
with the kernel (5) by means of eq. (24), and for integer k ∈ [0, 10] and l ∈ [0, 10] is 
We should notice an unpleasant feature of the matrix of coefficients (27) : the first row up to a factor k = −5 is identical to the second row. This is a direct response to the symmetry of the introduced function f n (u), eq. (18). The functions f n (u) for n = 0 and n = 2 are exactly the same up to the factor k = −5,
Therefore the rank of the matrix (27) is Rank[B] = N − 1. This is a real obstacle because it leads to inconsistency with the boundary conditions. Indeed, the boundary conditions (12) are met if we set
On the other hand, the linear dependence of the matrix is equivalent to
In order to avoid this unpleasant feature we can start summation in the series (20) from n = 2 instead of n = 0 which is equivalent to setting
and thus the boundary conditions (12) are met if we set
Absence of the j 2 (u) term in the left hand side of eq. (21) leads to a restriction on the first coefficients in eq. (25):
Finally we get the system of linear equations n(n − 2)(n + 1)(n + 3)(2n + 1)c n =Ĉ 
In the limit Q ≫ 1 and owing toĈ ≡ −24f ν (0)(4Q) 2 we have Q-independent solution:
and therefore for n ∈ [0, 9] we have 
IV. CONCLUSION
We have analyzed the problem of gravitational wave damping in the early Universe due to freely streaming neutrinos in the late time regime u ≫ Q ≫ 1. As in the opposite limit u ≪ Q [26] , the solution is represented by a convergent series of spherical Bessel functions of even order and is independent of the Q-value. Thus we conclude that the problem gravitational wave damping in the early Universe due to freely streaming neutrinos is completely solved in an analytical way in both early and late time limits.
Starting with the integral
we prove (24) . First, we represent a spherical Bessel function as a Fourier transformation of the Legendre polynomial P n (z),
Substitution of (39) into (38) leads to
Now we employ the Legendre function of the second kind Q n (z) defined as
Performing the integrations over t and s we obtain
Further we reincarnate spherical Bessel functions by decomposing plane waves in terms of Legendre polynomials:
which leads to
The angular momentum coupling simplifies the product of Legendre polynomials,
in terms of the Clebsch-Gordan coefficients l, 0, m, 0|L, 0 . Introducing
and using the analog of eq. (45),
we come to
where in the first term we have decomposed the product P l (t)Q m (t), whereas in the second term we decomposed the product P l (t)P m (t). Using the parity identity,
we obtain 
